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Our mission is to support the education, health, and welfare of each and every child at Somerset

Elementary School. As part of the Washington State PTA, we are a nonprofit membership

association bringing together the home, school, and community on behalf of our children.

PTSA / School Calendar - Important Dates and Events

Wednesday, Dec 15th - Somerset Winterfest 5-7pm
Thursday, Dec 16th - Staff Appreciation Cookie Blizzard 
Friday, Dec 17th - School Spirit Day/ Comfy Day
Friday, Dec 17th - Virtual Movie Night
Saturday, Dec 18th - Virtual Movie Night
Thursday, Dec 23rd - Virtual Movie Night
Monday to Monday, Dec 20th - Jan 3rd - Winter Break/ No School
Tuesday, Jan 4th - First Day of School for Year 2022
 
Common Links / Resources:
Somerset PTSA Website

Somerset PTSA Facebook Page

Somerset Elementary School Website

BSD COVID-19 Dashboard

PTSA  NEWS

Somerset Holiday Gift Drive

Holiday gift drive is extended to this coming Wednesday, Dec 15th. 

It has been a tradition for Somerset Elementary PTSA to host a Holiday Gift Drive for our
families in need.  We want to help families at our school to fulfill their children’s wishes for
the holidays. This year we would like anyone who chooses to support a child or a
family to purchase a gift card for $25 from Amazon or Target by Wednesday, Dec
15th. Please consider helping by purchasing one or more gift cards and delivering them to
Somerset office on or before Dec15th. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please email Shannon Gregory
at gregorys@bsd405.org

Volunteers and Donation Items Needed for Somerset Winterfest

Somerset Winterfest Light up the Night is coming on Wednesday, December 15th 5-7pm! 

We are still looking for table leads for each holiday/celebration and event
volunteers. Please sign up Here if you are interested in being a lead or other roles.
Contact Liz Hitzel at echitzel@gmail.com if have any questions. 

We are still looking for many items to donate or lend to light up our school. 

If you offered to donate glow sticks or would be willing to donate other needed items,
click to our Amazon wish list. Please drop them off to the school office.
We are collecting working strands of untangled lights to use for the festival. All
colors, shapes and styles would be greatly appreciated. If you are willing to donate,
please drop them by the school office or send with your child to school. 
We are also looking for kiddie pools to float some lanterns. Please let us know if we
can borrow yours.

We look forward to seeing you at Light up the Night!!

Students Photo Release Permission

As a number of PTSA events and activities will be running in this school year, PTSA may
take event photos. We will share these phots on our social media, such as PTSA website,
PTSA Facebook page and PTSA newsletter. If you have any concern about the photo
release, please email to Somerset PTSA at somersetptsa@gmail.com. And make sure to
let your kids know and tell the PTSA volunteers not to take any photos of your kids

Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard 
 
The Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard is on Thursday, Dec 16th. Homemade,
holiday-themed fresh baked cookies are encouraged. Brownies, bars, fudge, toffee, truffles
or special foreign pastries are also welcomed. NO CRACKERS PLEASE. If you don't want
to bake, fresh baked cookies purchased from stores are also acceptable. 

This event will require class room support from all grades. Each Class please bring in at
least three dozens (36) of cookies for the event. We also need 8 volunteers to help
setup the room at 10:00am-10:30am. Please use this sign up link if you would like to
volunteer or bring in cookies.

Please print out the ingredients in your cookies and attach it to your cookie container for
the allergic staff members. You are welcome to use beautiful containers to display the
cookie. All containers will be send back in PTSA office after the event for you to pick
up. Please send the cookies to the staff room between 8:30 - 10:00am on Dec16th. 

Please contact Staff Appreciation Committee Jin Chen jinchen2@gmail.com or Ying Liang
(Heidi) heidi.liangying@gmail.com for any questions. Thank you very much for your
support!

Virtual Movie Days
 
We will be having two virtual movie days on Friday, Dec 17th and Sat, Dec 18th,
respectively. Please use this Watch Link and the following passphrase for watching the
movies. The Movies are available all day long. 

FRIDAY, DEC 17  - Elf
Passphrase: 94DC874BD2214879B6A15C064B11D4A7

FRIDAY, DEC 17  - Snow Buddies 
Passphrase: 11DF94AAA54F4F5586781EC0A6FFE7F8

FRIDAY, DEC 17  - Polar Express 
Passphrase: 9FC6F8C287F74341A76DF4088D0C1330

SATURDAY, DEC 18  - The Grinch (Animated - 2018)
Passphrase: 33F374CD9C71481698772926C749866D

SATURDAY, DEC 18  - Polar Express
Passphrase: 876755E3340A4DBE928C6719EC3CCA3C

Learn More & FAQ

Please Do Not share the Watch Link or passphrase outside the school for the limit of the
license.

After School Soccer Winter Session Registration
 
Welcome to the Winter 2022 Somerset GOALS program! For 4 weeks players will enjoy
time out on the field with our professional coaches for a fun and engaging soccer class.
This class is open for Kindergarten to 5th Grade students. All questions regarding the
program can be sent to Director@goalsinschool.com.

Time: Wednesdays, 1:30pm-2:45pm
Dates: 2022 January 19, 26, February 2, 9
Cost: $129
Registration Link: https://goalsinschool.sportngin.com/register/form/920527887

Parents Volunteers Needed for After School Drama Class
 
Calling all parents who have already registered students into the after school drama class
run by Studio East. From Jan 20th to Jun 6th, two volunteers are needed to supervise
students in cafeteria every Thursday before class, from 3:30 to 4 pm as the teacher
arrives. Volunteers must complete the BSD background check and provide proof of
vaccination status to the Somerset office. Please sign up for volunteer here if you would
like to help. Thank you for your support.

Bellevue Downtown Ice Rink Fundraising

The 24th annual Bellevue Downtown Ice Rink presented by Symetra will be open daily,
including holidays from November 19 through January 9, 2022.  

New safety protocols and an online ticketing system are in place for the 2021-2022
season. Walk-up tickets are limited, so visitors are strongly encouraged to purchase
tickets in advance.  Mention Somerset when purchasing tickets and a $3 donation will
be made to Somerset PTSA for each ticket! 

Skating hours, promotions and directions are available at www.bellevueicerink.com.  

Smith Brothers Farms Home Grocery Fundraising

Somerset PTSA is partnering with Smith Brothers Farms to raise money! Each new Smith
Brothers Farms customer who signs up for home delivery using
code SomersetESPTSA receives $15 off your first delivery order and activates a $50
donation from Smith Brothers Farms to Somerset PTSA. You'll get the iconic porch box
with your 1st delivery! Thank you for supporting Somerset PTSA and our local business.

In-person Movie Night Wrap-up
 
We had a great time with The Lion King for our first in person Family Movie Night on Dec
10th! Movie, stickers, glow sticks, blowing dragons, photo booths, friends, families…what
more could you expect for a Friday night! It was so nice to spending such a fantastic night
with Somerset families.

Thank you to our movie night chair Nina Chen and volunteers Lisa Leung, Meng Yang for
making such a fun evening and event happen! We are looking forward to another
awesome evening with our kids and families.

SCHOOL NEWS

Get Comfy Day
 
It’s time to welcome winter with another cozy spirit day! Friday, December 17th, is “Get
Comfy Day” at Somerset. Wear your favorite pair of PJ’s, put on your slippers, and grab a
cuddly blanket or stuffed animal.  Show your spirit and get comfy on the day before Winter
Break!  The classroom that has the greatest percentage of participants will win a prize and
be featured in the assembly announcements.

COVID-19 Diagnostic and Pool Testing at Somerset
 
COVID-19 screening and diagnostic testing is currently offered at all Bellevue School
District schools.  At Somerset: 

Diagnostic testing began on Nov 2nd and is offered daily for students with
symptoms.
Pooled surveillance testing occurs every Wednesday morning.

Testing may only occur with consent. It’s not too late to provide consent to
participate in testing. Permission for testing can be updated at any time. You can
provide us with information on your desire to opt-in or opt-out of the COVID-19
testing using this link to complete the consent form. 

School Lost and Found
 
Our school Lost and Found is growing so please ask your students to stop by prior to Dec
17th to see if they recognize anything. Lost and found items will be donated to local
charities after Dec 17th.

In addition, we would like to ask you to write your child's name in items so we can return
lost items directly to them in the future. 

BSD  NEWS

Microsoft Teams Private Chat Suspended on December 17 

Microsoft Teams student private chat will be suspended on December 17, 2021, for all
students, except for those who are currently enrolled in the Bellevue Virtual
Academy. Students will still be able to utilize other forms of communication, which include
email and Teams classroom channels.     

Read this message in Spanish and Simplified Chinese.

Elementary Mask Requirement at Recess 

Based on input from our elementary administrators and their leadership teams, we have
kept our mask requirements in place for students at recess through the fall and into the
winter. The rationale includes: 

Students are playing together and often don’t stay physically distanced from each
other throughout recess.  
Mask wearing (in addition to keeping students in class cohorts at recess) is helping
to minimize the necessity for quarantine and isolation due to exposure.  
We are receiving very few concerns from students/parents about the mask
requirement at recess.  
We can mitigate the concerns we do receive on an individual basis for those
that have challenges with mask wearing at recess.  

COMMUNITY  NEWS

Join Girl Scout Troop 40376
 
Girl Scout Troop 40376 is led by Somerset moms and now open for registration for girls in
kindergarten and first grade. Meeting will begin in January and cookie sales will begin on
February 1. 
 
REGISTRATION:
Visit the Join page at https://www.girlscoutsww.org/en/about-girl-scouts/join.html. Click
“Join Now” and then click “Find Troops”. Enter zip code 98006, select current membership
year, and enter Troop 40376 (be sure to type Troop in front of the number). Annual
membership fee is $25.

Girl Scout Troop 40376 Flyer

If you have any questions please contact Bana at bana.millar@gmail.com

Attend the Sammamish High School Holiday Glass Sale 

The Sammamish High School Glass Studio will host its annual Holiday Glass Sale on
Tuesday, December 14, from 5-7 p.m. The sale includes one-of-a-kind student and teacher
decorative works of art. Stop by the studio to pick up a decorative piece for home, or as a
unique gift for family or friends. All proceeds benefit the glass studio. 

Holiday Fun at Seattle Center
 
The Nutcracker Presented by Pacific Northwest Baller
Winterfest Train & Village Display
‘Hockey: Faster Than Ever’  opens at Seattle’s Pacific Science Center
"Awesome" Lego exhibition at Fisher Pavilion.

VIRTUAL: Personalized Live Zoom Calls with Santa and Mrs. Claus
 
THU, DECEMBER 9, 2021 - FRI, DECEMBER 24, 2021

Bring Santa and Mrs. Claus into your home with a video call from the North Pole. Santa
and Mrs. Claus are professional actors playing these roles for their 10th Christmastime
season. Fabulous costumes and background provide an authentic experience.

A live video call is the next best thing to an in-person visit. Help spread holiday cheer
safely this year.

As every child is unique, parents may provide what they would like included on the call. A
personalized message from Santa and Mrs. Claus is the perfect gift this season.

More information
Book your video call. 

Holidays with Santa at the Space Needle
 
SAT, DECEMBER 11, 2021 — FRI, DECEMBER 24, 2021

Santa is back at the Space Needle! Sit with Jolly St. Nick in his all-glass sleigh and
venture out onto the world's first and only revolving glass floor to snap your free digital
photo with the city literally at your feet. Your visit with Santa is included with your ticket. For
Santa hours and a buy one get one free ticket offer, visit spaceneedle.com/holidays.

National PTA & WSPTA NEWS

Notes from the Backpack
 
National PTA has developed a fantastic series of podcasts on a variety of topics to share
information with parents. Some of the most recent episodes include:

51 | Cooking with Kids: Tips from Duff Goldman
50 | Our Culture is More than a Holiday, with Sheetal Sheth
49 | Raising Children Who Change the World, with Marley Dias & Dr. Janice Johnson Dias
48 | Supporting Students of Color, with Dr. Shawn Jones
47 | Social Media and Cyberbullying 101, with Dr. Sameer Hinduja
46 | What is Social and Emotional Learning Anyway? with, Karen Van Ausdal

Learn more on the National PTA website or directly access the podcasts from our Family
Engagement webpage.

STEM At-Home Activities
 
Don't limit the STEM fun to school—bring the STEM excitement home and get the whole
family involved in the fun. National PTA and Bayer have developed a series of hands-on
activities families can do.

Learn at Home Activities require common household items that you likely already have
available within your home. Try these experiments out anytime!

Directory / Links
 
Executive Committee
President: Yuki Yang & Xing He
Secretary: Yim Cheng
VP Programs: Kelly Mao & Jin Chen
Ways&Means: Lancia Guo & Catherine
Qu
VP Communications: Demi Wang & Peggy
Wang
Treasurer: Xiaohong Quan & Lily Zhu

Somerset PTSA Email:
Somersetptsa@gmail.com
Bellevue PTSA Council
Washington State PTA
National PTA
Somerset PTSA BOD Meeting Minutes
 

  
Shop at Amazon log in HERE and select
‘Somerset Elementary PTSA’ and Amazon
Smile donates to Somerset PTSA. Or
click https://smile.amazon.com for your
purchase. 
Or install the Amazon app onto your
phone. In the main menu of app(=), find
'Settings'. tap on 'Amazon Smile' and
follow the instructions to turn on Amazon
Smile
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our
PTSA. Thank you very much for
supporting our school and PTSA.  
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